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Upon ſome late 
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E VERY particular Conſtitution hath its peculiar Prin- 
ciples. Theſe are the Springs, that actuate the Ma- 


8 


cChine of Gov ernment ; they are the Stamina of our po- 
litical Life, the Maxims upon which all our Reaſonings muſt 
be founded. In Proportion as theſe Principles are violated 
or preſerved , exactly in that Proportion is the Health and 
Vigour, the Sickneſs and Feebleneſs of the State. For Inſ- 
- tance, the Choice of his Servants, or to uſe perhaps a joſter 
Expreſſion, of all the great Officers of the Crown is an un- 
queſtionable Prerogative of a Britiſh Sovereign. However it 


3 hath been ill-underſtood by weak Princes, or miſrepreſented 


by. the Flattery of their. Minions, or abuſed by Tyrants to the 
wicked Purpoſes of arbitrary, Power, ſtill it ſubſiſts, and muſt 
for ever ſubſiſt in our Conſtitution, becauſe it follows in di- 
rect and neceſſary Conſequence from that Part of the conſti- 
tutional Syſtem which hath aſſigned to our Monarchs the 

Execution of the Laws. | 


| {ey ; 
| This Prerogative, and deed all others intruſted to the 
Crown, was not OP as an Ornament, and 
Honour to the Prince, but a Means of Defence and Security : 
to the People. T he ſupreme Magiſtrate was by this Prero- 
e . | gative | 
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gative enabled i in Peace, to maintain the Laws in their FS 
Dignity ; in War, to act with greater Vigour and Celerity, 
For theſe Reaſons it was placed inviolably in the Crown. A po- 
pular Miniſter therefore, if we underſtand by the Expreſſion 
a Miniſter choſen by the People, is as little known to the 
Government of theſe Nations, as a ſole or deſpotic Miniſter. 
It is a Degree of democratical Inffuence, which can no more 
enter into our Conſtitution, than any other republican Prin- 
ciples, whether of Ariſtocracy or Oligarchy. Yet this was la- 
tely the beloved Language of a Party, when the People, as 
they were called, obtruded not one alone, but a whole Bro- 
therhood of Miniſters upon their Sovereign. Yet the People 
is a kind of technical Term for our own Faction, as all the 
World is a familiar Expreſſion to ſignify our particular ac- 
duaintance. The untravelled Villager throws down his Eye 
from the next Mountain's Top, and calls his little Horizon 
the whole Earth. 


But let us not endeavour to keep alive the Memory of a 
Tranſaction, which violated the wiſeſt Form of Government, 
that ever bleſſed Mankind. Better the Remembrance of it 
ſhould periſh for ever, blotted out of the Annals of Britain, 
and branded with ſome Mark of public Diſapprobation, like 
that which was pronounced upon a late certain Information, 
that it ſhould never deſcend as a Precedent to Poſterity. An 
Information, that violated the Privileges of Parliament, and 
would have cluded the Juſtice of the Nation. 15 


| e as Papers of this Kind, « even in the Writer's Va- 

nity, can hardly be ſuppoſed to enter into our future Hiſtory; 
as they are written for the e Inſtruction of the preſent Genera- 
f tion 
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| tion alone, we ſhall” conſider this Tranſaction ſimply in itſelf, 


without any ſevere Reflections upon it, and even without re- 
gard to its Conſequenees. | 


His Majeſty * with a Grief and wha the fatal 
Effects of a late timid, procraſtinating Adminiſtration ; he 
heard the Complaints of his People; he promiſed them Re- 


dreſs and Juſtice ; he was not unable to diſtinguiſh between 5 


their Complaints and the bold Demands of an ill-judgiog 
Multitude, enflamed by an impetuous Faction; he knew by 
whom, and by what Arts they were enflamed, yet, deter- 
mined to give them every poſſible ſatisfaction, he reſigned his 
Prerogative, and received the Miniſter they recommended. As 
he ſuffered, not without Dignity, for there is Dignity in ſuffer- 


ing, the firſt Inſolence, that forced its Way into his Preſence, _ 
fo he bore with Temper the repeated Indignities, with which 


he was perſonally inſulted in the Cabinet. He faw the Pro- 


miſe he had made to his People delayed by the bold Arts of 
his Miniſter, and his Juſtice branded with the Name of 


Cruelty. Even this laſt Outrage he ſeems determined to have 
_ endured, had theſe Minifters of Faction and the Multitude 
been capable of performing the Services, their Country re- 
quired, and which they themſelves had ſo liberally promiſed. On 
the contrary, when he ſaw the ſupplies attempted to be raiſed 
by wild and viſionary, Projects; ; When he ſaw our Coaſts in- 


ſulted, and our Shipping taken beyond all * Numbers in any 


| equal Period of Time ; when the only Fleet, that had been 


The Reader will not wonder - at 5 Complaiats of the 1 
for want of Convoys when he is aſſured, that not leſs than one hundred thirty 
nine of their Ships have been taken hy the Tm from the firſt of February 


to the fifth of April. 


fitted 
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fitted out to annoy the Enemy, was detained i in Port, 405 idly 5 


waited for the Command of an Admiral, for no other con- 
ceivable Reaſon, but becauſe he was related to the firſt L— 


of the A—y, then His MAJEST x remembered, that his 


great Office was inftituted for the Preſervation ahd Glory.of 


his Subjects. He reſumed that Prerogative, under which our 


Anceſtors had been glorious and fortunate. _ He had been 
forced to employ (and who can be ſorry, that he chuſes to 
diſmiſs?) a firſt Lord of the Admiralty, who cannot protect 
our Trade; a Chancellor of the Exchequer, who can not 
raiſe the ſupplies, and a Secretary of State, who can do 
abſolutely pothing.| 


We now ſce a Noble man 1 to preſide ov over the Admi- 


ralty, who hath already given abundant Proofs of his Abilities in 
dis great Office. Age, that hath not impaired his Vigour, or af- 
tected his Underſtanding, muſt have added to his Experience. 

Faction and Party have not here ſolicited for Employment, 
and as little can Ambition be ſuppoſed to have ſeduced the 
noble Lord from his Retirement. His Affection for his Royal 


Maſter, and his Duty as a Subject, made him without Heſita- 


tion obey the firſt Command, that called him to the Service of 
his Country. 


From this firſt Alteration we may with pleaſure form ſome 
Idea of His MajxzsTyY's Intention, in any future Changes 
he may think proper to make in his Miniſtry. It appears, that he 


purpoſes t to give all the great Offices of State to Perſons diſtin- 


guiſhed by their Birth and Fortune ; their Probity and Underſ- 
tanding. The two latter give Hopes and Credit to an Admi- 
niftration ; the two former are a Pledge and Security to their 


Country. Surely the Merchant, who has the richeſt Cargo 


on 
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on Board, can hardly be fuſpeRted of an Tatention to —— 


the Veſſel. 


But the Gentlemen, who ſhall obey His Ma JESTY. when | 
he commands them to the Service of their Country 


are 


they ſuſpected of Ambition? Is this the Seaſon to be ambi- 
tious? To correct the Errors of two former Adminiſtra- 


tions; to retrieve , the Honour of the Britiſh Flag ; to act 
with Vigour againſt a powerful Enemy ; to raiſe the Supplies 
thus late ! in the year, when the Schemes of the laſt Miniſter 


have been baffled and diſappointed, undoubtedly demands very | 
ſuperior Abilities. The attempt, if formed by Ambition, 


were Madneſs, but if inſpired by Virtue, and conducted with 
= Wiſdom, hath a fair Au ee of Succeſs. 


But 1 over-rating the Virtues or Abilities of 1 Gen- 


tlemen, to whom His Ma JESTY ſhall intruſt the Adminiſtra- | 


tion, let us only allow them that moderate. Pittance of Under- 
ſtanding, which every Man is willing to acknowledge in his 


Neighbour, while he bleſſes his Stars, that a better Portion i is 


fallen to his own Lot; let us imagine only, that they are con- 
ſcious of the Difficulties of their Undertaking, and foreſee the 


Oppoſition, which the Patriots are already forming againſt | 
them ; that this Oppoſition will deſcend upon them in a 


Torrent of Eloquence, animated by other Paſſions beſides the 
Love of Country ; let theſe Conceſſions be granted, and it will 


follow in unavoidable Concluſion, that they muſt certainly 


"hve formed ſome Plan of Counſels and Operations, which 


may ſtill preſerve themſelves and the Nation ; particularly, 


that they are aſſured of being able to raiſe the Supplies. Either 


this Concluſion is juſt, or their whole Conduct is Madneſs, 5 
although it undoubtedly will not be puniſhed as Madneſs. 
= „ 5 - OS =. 
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If they ſucceed, we ſhall then ſee, what for too many Years 
we have never ſeen, a conſtitutional Miniltry ; for it is as in- 
| diſputably a Maxim of the Conſtitution, that the King ſhall 
chuſe his Miniſters, as the People their Repreſentatives. We 
ſhall then fee a Miniſtry indebted to His Ma jES v alone for 
their Employments, and acting in their ſeveral Departments 
independent of each other ; neither influenced by the Aﬀec- 
tions of Families and Alliances, nor determined by the Judge- 
ment, Opinion, Prejudice or Paſſions of a Superior i in Office, 
We may then hope the Conſtitution will exert its own Vi- 


gour, and put forth its numerous Reſourees for its own Pre- 
| lervatibn. | 


A few Weeks, 77 a few Days will be ſufficient to 
determine upon our Hopes and Fears and Expectations. The 
Incapacity of the late Miniſters was very ſoon diſcovered, and 
yet they were ſuffered without Oppoſition to hold that Power, 
which they had been cqually bold in demanding, and weak in 
mahaging, until the whole Machine of Government ſtopped 
motionleſs under their Adminiſtration. The Nation may now 
demand the fame equitable Treatment with Regard to any 
new Miniſtry ; that ſome ſhort Time may be allowed them to 
propoſe, and endeavour to execute whatever Meaſures they 
think conducive to the publicWeltare. But probably not in this 
Manner will our preſent Patriot chuſe to declare his Love of 
- Country. Indeed he were much unwiſe in ſuch a Choice, ſince 
the Vehemence of his Elocution, and the Spirit of Violence, 
that hath always actuated his political Conduct, are dene 


ſhewn to o greateſt Advantage in an Oppoſition. | 
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